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from the Troy Book exactly express the
point of view of the majority of fourteenth-
.and fifteenth-century poets.

In 1872, as we have seen, Chaucer went to
Italy, and the influence of Italian poetry
upon him can hardly be exaggerated. Pro-
fessor Ten Brink believes that the influence
of Dante was largely responsible for a sudden
quickening and deepening of religious feeling
in Chaucer, and he attributes the A.B.C..
the Lyf of St. Cecyle> and the translation of
the De Miseria Humance Conditionis to this
period. Whether he is right or wrong in
this respect (and Professor Skeat dates both
the A.B.C. and the Lyf of St. Cecyle before
the Italian journey) there can be no question
as to Chaucer's profound admiration for the
author of the Divina Commedia, The Inuocacio'
ad Mariam which prefaces the Second Nonnes
Ttide is drawn from the concluding canto of
the Paradiso, the most striking of all the
Monk's tales

Of Mm that stood in greet prosperitee
And is y-f alien out of heigh degree
Into miserie, and endeth wrecchedly,

is that of Count Hugo of Pisa, which is drawn
.direct from Canto XXXIII of the Inferno,